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The Food Parasites
[| j rising that there is oppo-

?ition In( reculât ion

I,.li. It would ??is' bo a mirarle
if the food <' '. Bsonop
\-.ho have ha«! their hands on the throats of

producei many

\oars, should all at once release their

Eva wai, with ita appeal to pa¬
triotism and its demand for the sacrifice

of individual interests to community in-,

ttrrests, cannot be expected to meit the

hearts and ;.w;iken the consciences of ex¬

tortioners whose only idea of public obli¬

gation has heen to harpe the public all

the traffic will bear.
These extortioners have had a free hand

m peace t. ir foolish bond-
*?> a devil-take-the-hiniimost theory of

economics. The pul.lie hal been told that
it cannot appeal to the government for

protection again-* a vicious and wasteful,
ten of food distribution, because gov¬

ernment re| lead to "Caesar-

i.m." And t of na hare heen unduly
impressed l«y that warminp over of the

ancient and credulous philosophy of
Thomas »Jefferson.
We can ren.enTher how lonp it took to

pure fond act throuph Conpress and
ure President

Roosevelt had to hrinp to secure the pa?-
ix'ction act. The food

middlemen have pathered t«. themselves
t i.ormou? power, based on enormous

: Mr. Hoover U>U the Senate yes¬
terday that in the last five months food

ra have heen taking $.^0,000,000
«nth out of the p consumers.

n have pushed
than they are in the

European countries which have been at

var!' 'iree years and whose ports
are either completely or partially closed
1 y sea Mocka li

\' . that that
i drop in the bucket

pared with th" exactiona he has suf¬
fered all along the line, thanks to the hreak-

of an out«. i «.f distribution.
ant of the two
into touch-the

*he distnh-
mas'f'r of both.

He h i « th unremitting
«Huge* ! au lacity.

Tha' :" ¡red up to ten
th its cool disre-

itk ha
Steppe i To meet the demamls of war

we Braal «nie system
ii efforts. Prae-

which are wasteful and vieious must

pting men to
ti *. We aie conscripting

wealth hy war taxation. Why should we

I : ' the middleman and
his machinery of distribution, converting
the latter fr«>m an Oppressive agency of
private gain into a beneficent apency of co¬

operation and public service?
The foe have their agents In

'' cm are men who have
1 ittles of food monop-

y- Others, ming association with
ne row posing as

?? Yoi the pro-
ng to gain from the per-

peteation of ti f the food spec-
«' «r and handler. His true interest lies

»n i- self as well as the con-
: the midd!« n.ar.'s tyranny. For

f what the ultimate consumer now pays
y a minor percentape. Not ran

.*r get more than that under the pres-
-tem.

War is an p\ |j al,0 a (,rpat
r. It would l>e

worth all that it cost in money, at least, if
agi .* food

distributing ag«ynciea on the people of this
country. That is why those mgOOstbu are

making BO -a fipht at Washing¬
ton. They rOOlisa that if OMB the country
geU a taste f.f the benefit, "f a fair¡y rfT_
ulated food market at war prices it will
rot easily eoaseat to go ba< k to the old
«.onditio.'..»-, of private monopoly, with pncf-s

ia..y detenalaod by the middleman,
to the detriment of hoU producer and
conaiuner.

Food regulation is a military necessity.
í all it a form of "Cv\nr.*ifi" if you want

Mut that «sort «.f "." is prefer¬
able to UM Srch« from
which we I t-n fufíi-rinif. Wa«ih-

?:'?<. prepare
.. food jagulattau gi < -,

WS Might pi »Atablj retrae the ¿yrovtrD

and lay: "In time of war prepare (or

peace."
There are too many men in ( ongress

who have not yet learned to take govern¬
ment seriously. Rut they will learn. Na¬

tionality, unity, efficiency-these are the
ideals of to-day. Why not begin to get
into the habit of thinking of them alao as

the ideals of to-morrow?

A Moratorium for Soldiers
The «¡'.íes*.ion raised here regarding the

liability of enlisted men for payments on

lease- and kindred civil contract- seems to

have boen settled satisfactorily in Penn¬
sylvania. A law passed there two years
apo, and upheld in the state courts, ex¬

empts men mustered into «-tate or Federal
service from any "civil process." It pro¬
vides that no civil process shall issue or

be enforced against any person mu
into the state or Federal service durinp
such time as he shall he umler orders or

until thirty days thereafter, provided the
statutes of limitations shall he BUSpe
on all claims during that time. In other
words, service under the state or nation
ia to act practically sa a declaration of a

moratorium affecting civil claims for the
period of the service and thirty day ad¬
ditional.

Knactment of some similar statute by
this state, or. still better, a national
statute of similar provisions, may easily
become necessary al a result of the draft
and the taking over of National Guard
units into Feder.ii service. For the hea«!--
of families of moderate means, in cities
particularly, a lease .<; the regulation
thing. The man dependent on his earn-

nly for livelihood who enlists or is
taken for service under the draft can

|y hope to meet his rent payments
from his soldier's salary. Lacking soma

variety of moratorium, he must face the
worry of prospective dispossess proceed¬
ings against his family. The man buying
a small home on the instalment plan, or

by a mortgage arrangement with a build¬
ing and ban association, must face the

prospect of losing what, he has paid in
and the home itself if he cannot keep up

payments, a practically impossible situa¬
tion on the ordinary enlisted man's pay.
Not even a liberal allowance for de¬
pendents, eked out with what the woman

of the household could reasonably expect
?«. earn, could take care of such payments
in most cases.

This is a problem state or Federal gov¬
ernment, or both, will have to face. Real
estate owners and those whose incomes are

derived from the investment of money in

mortgages cannot be expected to view the

prospect with any degree of pleasure.
However, the war is bound to bring many
drastic changes into the life of the land,
of which a moratorium for those who
follow the colors may well be among the
least

The New French Pantheon
Amongst the phrases destiner! to survive

this war there is only one which promises
to rank in expressiveness and vitality with
"As cruel as a IJoche." That is the phra

tupid as a German." Sooner or

later the typical, spectacular movement of
the Kaiser's Sacred Cow, the Greal Gen¬
eral Staff, turns out to be a blunder. The

«n of Belgium brings Fngland into
the war, and Zeppelin baby-killers,
ized to discourage her people, raise up a

multitude of conquering soldiers. me

Stat« flouted as negligible, is at

drawn by the ruthless submarine
campaign into the circle of Germany's
foes, and the nervous blufflnga in her press
show how sorely she repret.s it. Insensate
devastation in Northern France, from the
killing of fruit treea to the swinish viola¬
tion of gran -, all supposed to further the

. .1 people white, serves
new fire in the veins of an

avenging bust. And now in its turn comea

th'* German's due reward for that fine
flower of (¡orman stupidity, the persistent
demolition of Kheims.
"The Germana without reason/1 runs a

late disp.itch from France, "continued to
bombard the town of Kheims, on which
2,000 shells were fired to-day." Had the
Poche gunners heard perhaps the new-;

from Paris, that the French povernment
has determined not to restore the cathe¬
dral, but to hang up in its ruins the battle

..f the Allies and to dedicate it for¬
ever as a pantheon for the unknown dea.I
of all the armies fighting in France?
Surely there could be no outcome of Ger-
man stupidity so harmful to Germany al

this, and one could well understand how
the Kaiser would now be only too glad to

blot out by complete destruction all evi-
dence of his original mistake. For this

pantheon will hit his country hard when

The Ka;si-r musí know, what the dull«-'
schoolboy could tell him, that the most
favorable peace is going to mean a Ina*, y
burden for him and his people, that the
sooner French hatred <li«s down the better
it will be for him and them, and that he

j must think of German trade, to say noth¬
ing of German comfort, in a thouaand
phases. There will be monuments all over

France to keep hatred alive, but consider
the overwhelming, world-wide signili« an B
< f this one, reared, as it were, by the
Kaiser himself! The stupidity of it, the
illinritaitl«-. Ineffably German stupidity of
it! To have secured with his own banda
'the creation of the OIM everlasting re-

proach, the one undying appeal to the

imagination of mankind against the Ger-
man spirit !

"I will not call him King," said Joan
¡the Mai«l of the Dauphin, "until he shall

been anointed and crownod at

Kheims." On that tali-manic point France
was with her, and to this day Republican
Franc« preserves in its soul a kindred
legendary emotion for the most renowned
Of al! her fane«. F pon her Pantheon at

Paris she has inscribod her tribute "Aux
i/riiniljt. Iluminen In I'ntiir reunnm

ami before its pórtala aha baa placed
i «. Penseur," an image of though*. This
now pantheon the gives not te hoi groat

i RMS), not to her men of fam«', but to the
uukiiOWD dead v.ho have saved her, and

re their shrine the Maul will still be¬
st rule her charger, a .-yrnbol OÍ the heart,
of all that most swiftly anil moat simply

every type of man.

We are sway.! by our «hearts. Long
after the cold-blooded «theorist, working

li in paper th« Bttifl ia] «olnlanty which
be mistakes for the true brotherhood of
man, shall have «lemon-trate«! «to bia «9WII
-at ¡-faction th« abaoltlte necessity of
"making friends with Germany," Rheims
will give p.-.u-«- to all irren «rho CM feel M
well as think. And the Kaiser will have
done it! Not until he and his kind. he(
r.nd hil millions, ha'.e lone penance in:
sackcloth an«) ashes will the penalty of
their blasphemous destruction lose I tithe
of Ita weight.

The Disappearance of Young Girls
The disposition «to meer at Mr-. Humis-

piniona with * ipe to yonng girls
who «lisappear will be «seriously hampered
by the facts, terrible and unmistakable,
winch bat for her «.pininns, backed by
«resolution «and ability, would still UP hid¬
den «beneath the cellar <>f Cocchi'l bicycle
«hop ii We i.-'.'-ii Street. It «ia no time
to reassert old conclusions arid easy ex¬

planations. Every energy of the city's
tigating forcea musí be devoted to fol¬

lowing the trail thus far uncovered and
determining without preconceived theory
or bias the whole truth of Ruth Cruger's

ai ance and of other «lisappearances
which bear resemblance «to it.
The . to be aMtamined i«- «the

? t«..' of lini ter «police infiueiu-e which
has «'«in«« «to the surface. The «peculiar
episode of West «Eightieth Street athis fuel
to <hr suspicion- already aroused by the

rdinary stupidity of the dete*
involved in the case. ( oramiasioner Woods
has taken the right and honorable course

to be expected of him in frankly conceding
«the stupidit) "I" the police work and inves¬

tigating its BUSpicioui feature? with every
resource at his command.

«Beyond this housecleaning within the
Police Pepartment lies the broader prob¬
lem raised by Mrs. Humiston. Her charges
amount to the assertion that «gangs organ«
{zed on a large scale are preying upon the
\oung giris of the city and that a large
number of the disappearances passed over

without explanation represent \ iolence and
murder. Commissioner Woods ha rta

pressed his wish to aid Mr-. Eiumiaton in
the examination of these charges. Cer¬

tainly her evidence deserves all «respect
and protection. The citizens of Mew York
can be satisfied with nothing leas than a

complete overturnire and re» xaminati«.n ««f
this whole tragic an I terrible problem.

Impatient Inventors
A few «lays ago The Tribune received

; nd published a warm protest against the
apparent indifference of the Navy Depart-
ment to the efforts of patriotic inventors to
overcome the menace of the suomanne.

The writer said that he had "had more

actual s"a experience than some naval
officers," and had «seen "more actual light¬
ing than others"; n ireover, he had made
"t early fifty inventions."

Ile made three inventions and satisfied
himi If that with two of these- -both "very
simple" it would be "possible t<> drive
the enemy submarine.-- from the sea." Ile
laid them before the proper authority, but

ng ed" after he had »

for "a reasonable time" hi imparted his
I to a-representative of an allied gov¬

ernment and was a--uri «I that the matter
would be brought t«< the attention «if those
who «dispose of «such things in the country
concerned. A ft r this had happen« «1 he

ed from Washington thal his sugges¬
tions had been duly transmitted to a cer¬

tain body, and that if he would give "full
rulers" to «thal «« dj "a full investiga«

D mfidenl ¡ally made."
Hi is thal le was very badly

d, and now, he says, having "com¬
pleted a third invention along the same

«general lim pie, as practica!,le and
having as much «potential value ? the
others," he will not vend it «to Washington
I al offer it first «to a foreign government.

Ii i« to be hoped thal he will have good
luck, but, alas, «complaints of a similar

are by no means uncommon in other
countries. Inventors everywhere complain
of the delay« of governments, and the hope¬
less «inability of the official «sort to recognize
the «superlative «merits of their devices is a

tause of constant grumbling. Only a

:, ago there was a «question in the
British House of Commona whether "in
view of the disfavor with which the Ad¬
miralty Invention Hoard was regarded by
inventors in every part of the country" it
would he possible to appoint a fresh com¬

mittee whose whole duty would be to con-

r\ let the merits of anti-submarine devices.
The answer was not ncouraging.
The truth is that the number of in¬

ventors is probably much greater than our

correspondent suspects. It ii doubtless to
DC regretted that he hail t«. wait a fort¬
night for «an an-wir from the committee
«to whom hi« «device WM offered, but we

no 'Aay <«f telling how many raggee-
tions the committee had to eonsid« r at the
same time. Judging by the great number
offered to Tim Tribune which never un¬

dertakes to «publish such things, fur the
obvious reason that if they have any merit
they ought not to be published, and if they
have no1 «thej need no1 be the variety of
inventions received at Washington must
«be en«,nu«.

It may be recalled thal aery a aftei
Sir John Jellicoe «wai appointed lu-' Sea
I/ird of UM British Admiralty he wai

obliged to publish a raquest that Invent« ra
would not trouble bin with their thoughts,
for his privat,« mail waa swamped with
hundreds of «luggeotions, < -. ry ««ne of them
«an infallible cure for aubmarhies. It is not

difficult te I'U«tsa UM nature of the major¬
ity, f.r to understand ho*,* much time it

wasted In rajecting absolutely useless and
fai * it* schemes or K«heiDM which arc ul
ready t\r,if familiar and obi ious.

It is not iin[ili«'«l «thal «the complain, re¬

ceived bj The Tribune .-MI« n«,t justified,
li po ibis «that m «this case «the Inventur

lad hit Of) a ported anti sol.marm«- device
und ti t to ha.« Leen turiu-d t««

account without deUj. Nor i- it to I««.*

doubted that officials are often »cry slow

to recoignize the merits of new inventions
and that red tape often interferes with the

dispatch of business. But. with due allow¬

ance for these undoubted truth?, it is clear

that our correspondent was too impatient.
It often takes more than a fortnight to

decide on the merits of an invention-even
a "very simple" on«?-especially when hun-

dreda of others are clamoring for a trial at

the same time.

The Beast at Close Quarters
An Intimate View of the German's

Dirty Work
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

- r I am inclosing you herewith a copy of

ft letter I have just received *"rom a promi¬
nent officer in the actne English service.

It is so full of intere»t ind narrate» st

tir»t hand occurrences that »f ever here

have but vaguely gleaned that I believe the

publication of the letter in your important
journal may serve further to awaken Amer-

.«.ins » he, among other things, doubt the

unspeakable acts of barbariitn of our menu

Al I ha*-e not the written permisión of

rry friend to publish this letter, still I am

convinced he would lind no objection to help¬
ing the cau«e. especially if all name*, h

mine, are eliminated. m.

« York, June IK, li?IT.

Ma] .". IM7.
I ani gini t" have received your letter

ari'l to now tell you how delighted «re all are

over here that your great country has joined
France and ourselves in this big world strug¬

gle for freedom. It has cheered Bl «11 in

the big teak «fe are currying out. arid we all
look forward to «eeing the Star-Spangled
Banner. Old I tell vou that in my own regi¬

ment the I commanded for four months
ai. \nnrican company*? There were 220 of

them every one a I'. ?. A. citizen, but call¬

ing themselves Canadian«. English or any¬

thing else in order to enlist and tight. And

w-ell they ha. e fought. I have «een s-onie at
these American lads during the last month.
Some have won decorations, others have
made the greatest sacrifice of all. Those
that remain are as proud a« can be that
America is now taking part.

1 mus» not say just where I am situated at

present, hut it is close up to the much ad

..«rt: «d Hmdenburg line. I wish >ou cu.i
«rp «he liberated country through which Wa

anti IM .?.? pushing back the (¡crman rear

guards. I have been in village after l

where never a shell has fallen an«! where no

fighting has taken place. Lvery house in

them has been blown up, every scrap of fur-
rituie either carted away or burned sfter
being smashed and every «ingle fruit tree

IO] pi Iowa» In most cases even the ordi¬

nary trees around Cemeteries an 1 hy the read
«...I" ba\e shared the same fate, and I have

walked through many trampled gnrdens
where even each rose tree ha« been broken
off short near the roots. Kvery church I
have sff-ii has been blown up. and at «'tie phire
thal 1 was. jit a week ago every decent look¬

ing grave had been rifled. Vet In 1
.unis the Hermans have slwayi

cne beautifully kept part where their own

«lea«! are buried. In mary cases artificial
wreath-. Bowen and even tombstones have
leen taken from the French graves to put
nu 'hitse of the (¡crman soldiers.

trust u« to show the resper' and
.o the dead that they themselves ,

never shown to others.
Y'Mi --ave to see all this *o believe it, for

really the sight of these once heaotifnl eil«
lagei m this countryside all deliberately <«..

itroyed without any military neeei '

¡?-..c wonder if one ii fighting men or devils.
\**«r a jrear's fighting sgainsl the

rhout hesitation that with all hi» nat¬

ural fanaticism and cruelty t.. aon-Mo
i far cleaner fighter than the dorman

and loss coldblooded 1 know thal as«
eta felt (stiitf. kindly tolerant towan!
v Turk" whf-n not actually fighting

him. and when he was wounded or a pr
they would give him their last drop of water

Or cigarette. After seeing those wrecked
hornes. DWOver much the sise «if their own

bou«,» in Fncland «. they are beginning to

regard the dormans as ne,,--

\ I look back over this letter it looks te
be almost the epistle of « war correspondent.
Yon mu-' excuse all the talk of war, fur hen
it s difficult to forget ii

In France we are not allowed to «j«., a

camera, but when I im irr Fngland I will cer¬

tainly send ron some Kiryptian SBapshol

"Kerb" anH "Curb"
í n I Editor of The 'I - (.une.

Sir: Although Dr, Murra«, in the
volume of his monumental work, "The New

English Dictionary," page ISM, lays under
curb "Usually spelled kerb," it -hould be
borne m mind that this remark applies only
to usage in (ireat Britain. The form curb.
a contraction of curbstone, for a stone s,.r

on the «niter edge of a si.lcwalk to retain the
soil and prevent its being pressed out of
place by the weight of the paving -'one or

that of the persons walking over it. is dis¬
tinctly American. The spelling is one which
we have preserved, but which the English
have corrupted. Dr. Skeat in his "Etymologi¬
cal Dictionary" says clearly that kerbst...
a hybrid, but as an enthusiastic simple speller
i e defines it "a phonetic spelling of curb¬
stone."

In connection with this, it may be of in-
teresl to your naden to know that this
word owe! its application to the protective
structure that served as a framework around
the top of a well and into which the lid was

fitted TWl was also called "«coaming," some¬

times spelled "combing." The form "kerb"
for a retaining stone is of comparatively
modern u-agc, a«, indeed, are the curbstones
themselves FRANK H. VIZETELLY.
New York, June lti, 1917.

Trctting Anarchists 1 oo Kindly
To the Fditor of The Tribune.
Sr: I see that in a New York court a

man SJU,I he was a citizen of no coun¬

try. Why then did not the judge tell him
that he had no protection under our law or

any law, and that he could ho assaulted and
nwltnated with impunity by any one stronger
than he, and that his appeals to the police
we ¡M i»- of no avail !

I' because all ol' us are too kind hearted.
\\ lol th« le anarchists j-o on in their own

Sweet way. sUWlnf. s,.,..|s ,,f fali.it.ci-m ;.n,l

dieloyaltj everywhere, the harve-t of which
we ..'.. too blind te take notice ol', (¡oldman
and Berkmaa should be dealt with in trulv
Germafl Style. Pay these beasts in the:r ...??.

coin. Do unto them, a.» David Marum sid,
BJ would do unto u«, hut do it t'.r-t

Uks Prussianise«, which seek« to dominate
rightly or wrongly, it should he taught a les¬
son, and that teaching can only corni- through
the total elimination of all power to act.
I'ru»«iani»m and anarchism "est deten,ia,"
hkeiBrthageofold. LEWIfl NICEEBSON

Attleboro. Mas» June 17, 1917.

In This State Only
I ditor of The Tribune

Sir: PIBOSS let me know through the col¬
umns of your paper if the war ccn«u« retru-
trallon i« compulsory in every »tate or in

llie Mate of New- York onl\.
ELSIE Ht ETON

South «»range. \ .1 Jurie Ih, l;«17.

IThis is a New York State affair.-El«.J

The Social Democrats and the War
By Gustav Miller

American Corrcsoondcnt of a Xumber of German Social Democrat \^spaj

ARTICLE I.

.*. ??.as not in the least surpris ng when all
the Social Democratic Reichstag Deputies,

of the so-called majority as well a»

the followers of Maase and the imprisoned
Dr, Karl Liebknecht, voted against the last
war credit. The Social Democratic rank and
file wa-« utterly opposed to the imperialistic
policy of August, 1914. from the beginning.
The Scheidemanns and I.egiens, Suedekums
and Heine» were finally forced to bow to the

clean;, expnssed will of their constituencies.
They did not break with their pro Bethmann

on account of differences of opinion
rogardirijr the war aims they had indorsed
before, the last time in their manifesto of
K\ -'. last; but they were only too glad to

find a suitable pretext to make concessions
to th'' Social Democratic principle" to which

they had been unfaithful.

Opposed to Ihe \\ ar

The Herman Social Democrats were before
the fat« ful August. 1911. and, with relatively
few exceptions, still are. opposed to the war.

Bil statements to the contrary notwithstand¬
ing. Their number has increased «.ince the
outbreak of the terrible conflict, as may be

seen from the result of the by-elections held
since November la-'. While the former by-
elections, sineo the beginning of the war,

were uncontested, and each district was con-

.« «i. «i hy the other parties to the party that
lad been in its possession immediately be¬

fore, in Oschatz-Grimms Saxony | the s(J.

called minority Social Democrats decided to

nominate a candidate of their own when a

"i to the late Reichstag Deputy
i t;.c«e, Conservative, had to be elected.

The Social Democratic National Kxecutive,
which is ruled by Scheidemann, had, like the
other parties, conceded the district to the
Conservative candidate, Dr. Wildgrube. But
the minority Social Democrats nominated
Mr. Lipinski, who had also run «t the general
elections of lilt, hut was then defeated by
Mr. <i
The Social Democrats, who were not split,

polU-d in 1912 11,217 out of a total of 2«..ri>»7,
or 41 per cent of all the votes cast. Last
November, when all other parties, including
the followers of the Social Democratic party

re, wore united against him, Mr. Lip¬
inski received 6,32.! out of a total of 14,300,
or 41.2 per cent of all the votes cast. This
relative increase is the more remarkable be-

ths Social Democratic recruits come

from the ranks of the young voters. The
average citizen of thirty or more years of
age does not ehtange his party affiliations.
And the able-bodied citizens of less than

forty-five years sene during the war, as a

rule, with the colors and lose their vote dur¬

ing the term of their military service, accord¬

ing to the German constitution. Neverthe-
thl Social Democratic vote increased, al¬

though Lipinski and his followers were ham¬
pered in their propaganda work by the per¬
secution of the authorities, who favored by
every neus of »he martial law the election
of Dr, Wibi grübe.

\ <.«>.»eminent Victory
i'«i March 13 last, it is true, f, Stahl, a

majority Social Democrat, who had been In«
hy all parties except the minority

Social Democrats, was elected at a by-elec¬
tion ni the district of Potsdam (Kaiser dis¬
trict to sur.-«-«- i Dr, Liebknecht in the Reichs¬
tag. Stahl received 12,».».«, Fran,: Mehring,
minority Social Democrat, only 3,93«) votes.

But th«« defeat of Mehring «iocs not prove
anything against 'he above contention re¬

garding the intiment of the Social Demo¬
cratic rank The number of Ger»
man voters has decreased about 45 per cent

'he beginning of the war on account

of the mobilization. In the district of
OsehatX-Grimma, for instance, the total vote

cast in 1912 wa- 26,090, and 14,900 in No¬
vember la«». In Potsdam the decrease

nearly 89 per cent from 45.379
.«, 16,916 rotes). The decrease of the minor¬

ity Social Demócrata as against the rate of
all th«> Social Democrats in 1912 was, ia Peta«
dam, nearly 82 per cent; that of the other

parti« including the majority Social Demo-
.-.f.« ii ',«; ¡.er cent, and is in accordance

with the a'.erage decrease m the number of

result was brought about by the di»-

franchi «.ment of the Social Democratic vot¬

ers known SS BCh b) the authorities. The

1 ulk of the vote for Dr. Liebknecht in 1912

caine from the industrial workers in the

arms and monition factories in Span¬
dau. These worken have been formally
railed to the colors, while they continue to

work in their old shops, -and are thereby de-

prived of the ballot. Furthermore, the re¬

actionary newspapers demanded after I «

by-election in Oschatz-t.rnnnia that ti

emment prevent a repetition of the spectacle
of "the enemies of the fatherland" growing
in numbera. When it became evident that the

Social Democratic minority would nominate

a candidate of its own in the district of

Potsdam the «government used the civil mob-
ilizstion law, enacted a fera weeks before, to

transfer minority Social Democrat« to other

communities, ami to make them unable to

fulfil the residential requirements of the

election law.
(In the other hand the court entourage,

officers and servants of the imperial BOOUM
hold and state officials practically all Con¬

servative voters were, as far as possible,
not called to the color?. They remained St
home and voted. Therefore, It should be

expected that the total by-election vote in

the district of Fotsdam was well above the

average.
«>n March 22 last Fran«. Ilehring, a minor-

it> Social «Democrat, was elected successor to

Dr. Liebknecht to rej)re«-ent th«; 11th Berlin
district in the Prussian Diet, although the

majority Social Democratic candidate, Brun¬

ner, wa' indorsed an«! energetically sup¬

ported hy all other parties, and although
also, according to the Prussian three-class
flection law that deprives the great masses

in favor of the wealthy except in a few in-

rtance? of any deciding influence, the rote
at the election to the Prussian Diet is public
ai.«l ovary eitizaa voting for an anti-govern¬
ment candidate risks prosecution from the
authorities, especially under the niait al Is«
prevailing since August 1. 1914. Of the elec¬
tors who were elected on February 21 last
218 belonged to the minority Social Demo¬
crats, 6 to the majority Social Democrats,
and 25 were Progressive«, «ho had been
elected by the first class voters representing
the wealthy.

A Potsdam Trick

The election could be manipulated in one

district, the Kaiser's Po: dam district; but
the same tricks cannot be successfully em¬

ployed everywhere. In the 11th Berlin Die*

dlattiet the sentiment of the citizens found
its nearly true expression, although the power
of the government was able to sway the roto
in favor of the majority Social Democrat.

I Brunner, to some extent.
On account of the sentiment of the Social

Democratic rank and tile, the stand taken by
the Social Democratic majority members of
the Reichstag during more thun two and one-

half years seems to be perplexing, but is

easily explained.
"The Kaiser's government cannot risk tak¬

ing up arms without our con-ent; if the re¬

serves and landwehr are called out you will
find whole brigades made up of Social i U,"
shouted the late Rebel at tha herman Social
Democratic National Convention at Jena,
1905, amid thunderous applause. Provided
that a quick and concerted action of the So

cialists was possible during and Immediately
after the mobilization these defiant words
were true then, and still more true, 1914,
when the Social Democratic votes ha«! ia«
creased more than a mill.on and the rank
and «Ala of the Social Democratic partv were

united in their earnest protf I
armed hostilities. How is It that the «Gorman
government was sustained by the Social Dem¬
ocratic members of the Imperial Parliament
uhon it ha«! declared war oa Tí ii -ia and
started the terrible carnival of carnage and
>:>? 'ruction in August, 19141

Forced to Submit »

Intil then the Orman Social Democrati"
party was regarded as the mo-t cot*":'-ten'

branch of the Internationale and the true

warden of uncompromising internationalism.
And it caused a good deal of surprise when

the Social Democrats of the Reichstag voted

for the first war loan and the majority «>.'

them continued the same policy for more than

two years.
In the month of .Tn'y. 1911, »he Social Dem¬

ocrats arranged many pria* pi lea dome
fions all over Germany every «¡ay. l'nani-

niously they demanded the preservation of

peace and had the backing of all the Ger¬
man people except the small but power ii
group of Pan-Germana Bal as soon i

dogs of war had been let loose the unity of

the Reichstag party «Fraktion) regarding the

Kuropean war was broken,*an<l the consistent

Social Democrats were forced into 'submis¬
sion by an alliance of trade unionist I, oppor-
tunist» and pseudo Socialists.

(To be continued.)

The Cruger Case

What Are We GoinR To Do About
Girls Who Disappear r*

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Now that Luth Cruger's body is found,

v.ha*. are the people of New York going to

do abojt it? Are they going to sit quietly
in their home?, read the newspaper accounts

and then forget all about it; or are they
going to show a sense of righteous indigna¬
tion p.t a Police Department which is so care-

i thal this mystery might Bevor have been

solved were it not for the untiring efforts

of private individuals? Commissioner Woods

says he is going to make a thorough investi¬

gation. We are so used to "thorough investi¬

gations" that somehow or other such a state¬

ment at this time does not seem very con¬

vincing nor very encouraging.
Here is an opportunity for some of our

men or women to com" forward and

aid in one ol' th.« noblest k:n«ls of social scr-

\ ice work. Mrs Humiston has proved her

ability in handling this ca-e. V. hi cannot a

frond be raised probably te be called the

Grace Humiston Pond) te enabl». her to con¬

tinue her work of investigation? A person
like liri II '.muston working with the honesty
of purpose nn«l integrity that she has shown
in the iruger case, and free, as she is. from

political entanglement«, could do a wonder¬

ful amount of tine work in helping to clean

up the foul »pots of our city.
Ruth ("ruger is only one girl out of thou¬

sands that disappear annually from New York

«lone. This probably is not generally
known, because only isolated cases lind their

way to the papers. There is a strong "white

lave" band in thi'- city that could and should
be broken up if the police did their proper
duty. Tin« seems the opportune time to start
a cni-a.l» to break up this band. Are the
Citlsens "f N'-w York going to insist that this
I.« done, and will tlie> support this work
t'nancialiy ?

MARGUERITE A BALOMON.
Brooklyn, Juna 1«, m7.

The Flag Day Speech
Full of Purpose and a Timely

Warning to Prussia
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: No public act, no public statement, has

r.ppeared :n many, many months that has the
«world signiticar.ee of Mr. Wilson's Flag Day
speech, with its warning against a bogus
peace.

I believed and behove his message to Con¬

gress, ,n which he judged the imperial «SOB«

poti«m of Germany ami tend« red the wealth
and the men of America to the cause of hu¬
manity, without obligation or advantage pos-
sible, the loftiest slate «paper ver drawn and
become fact. The President's Flag Da«
speech is different different as the needs of
the hour differ. The Flag Dap speech is full
of purpose, opinion, plan; it i° even better
it is timely warning to Proaala that we un¬

derstand and that no eoantorfeit peaea need
be tendered. Balfour that line old philoso¬
pher and statesman -un«i« rstood and at once

u«ked Kngland to read that speech.
The world at latfje litt!.- :.!... - how a

peace propoi.nl might lu1 r.air.« «i

yield everything. g fut¬
ure potential supremacy, the very pn
ing of which in itself would or might serious¬

ly embarrass America, and at least give the
Hoher.zollern KrouP » Sew lu-«1 «rita their
people and some further trcr.gth with the'
pacifists.
Mr. Wilson knew tin-; he admita he knew'

it, and ara hope he has «forestalled every ef¬
fort to hold or trade their booty, others* chat-
tels, for their own immunity.
There ia one great reason and great an-

»wer which can forestall any consideration
of any peace tender at this time without
loss to us in refusing it, and that is- Amer
«Ita will treat with no invader while he holds;
territory he has invaded.

In other words, Mr. Wilson, standing on his
lofty platform of his ovan biiil«ling. simply re

piles to Willlam'a message: "Tin-re can bei
n«« diacussion» of peace while you are in Mi l-l
guim or France" GUTEON BOIGU M.
New York, Juna l8, Hit, .

The White Man Problem
He Must Be Taught and Humanized

To Be Fair to N'egroM
To the Kditor of The Tribune

Biri H. I« Jacob--'s letter, "No 'Negro Prob¬
lem.' " makes stronger my conviction that
such as he are right, that there is n0 negro
problem. On the contrary, there is a ,»»,,,,
man'; problem, the rirst element of which ««

to get a fair view and a fair statement of th«
relations of the whites ami the blacks in
this country from the white dommators of
the South and their Imitaten in the North.

Mr. Jacobs confuses "social equality" with
tquahty of civil rights. Polit.cal rights »re

the rights to vote and to be represented in

the creation of the laws which describe leg-ti.
? ate and prescribe -.'.'.eg.tímate actions in the

racy. Civil and eil ic rights ar* those
rights which emerge from | '?»«-'
civil life, public association, and whim ne-

maud recognition in the equal interest of all
who participate in that fe These include,

eueusly, the right of cho«cn re?.dence,
the righi to travel in all p- -.»nee»

¡without discrimination, the right of icceis to
nil means of pub! ... «. ,-n. a« schoo
braries and museum«; . .-'.<.> be .erved
in all shops, theatre-*, -. hotels an«]
other place:, of publu* entertainment and ac¬

commodation; equality of presence ,,n .«,e
streets and in parks. When we com«? to -he
ferm3 "-ocial «.quality." "social right«.," w»

have reached. I should say, the line bet»»»n
public and private, and the one right that
«merges from the welter of cor.fu ed défini-
tion is simply find only the rigr.t. .,f oaci,

-older to choose the friends and guesti
rill be pene his or h«r horn«.

The Cause of lynching«,
"It i» only the vilest «rretchei «-.n are

l." says Mr. Jacobs, meaning, of caarai
those who .--.re guilty "t" Mxualoffencea. Ther»
is no excuse for such Statistic!
carefully compiled for year t a-ed on re¬

ports from the South itself, show that only
about one-third of the lynealngi were due to
rape, attempted rape and unsubstantiated
charges of rape, combined. Negroes hin
been lynched for acores of offenes and al¬
leged offence«, from rape te ".^.pertinence."
A: .1 if you are going to lynch, ind with
torture, black men who are charged uith th«
"usual crime," why do \«">u BO, hrch, and
with torture, white men who are charged with
the same crime?

, some negroes were attacked ty white
men ;n Now York recently 'Ah;. " Hecau*«

.- white men were trying te «--force the
Southern rule of "no social equal:",'." mean¬

ing by "social equality" the ci»ii right to

buy good., where white me:, were r-i'chasing
the same kind of good«. Why terlt the North
with following your example?
"The colored schools, as a rule, are a» good

as the white school«." Will Mr. Jacobs put
!. i assertion to the test of fact by giving us

.rures from the var:I f the
South, showing the nppropr capita

sol populal ion foi k. the
pay of teachers, the length of sebo« I lenssl
And travelling ac ira as

good as the whit« ley ;n Cher
as they ar« '»?'¡ta,

Of which s'ate only Mr. Jacob-: veatBIBS to
* -' .';,." And is the | Mr.
Jacobs says so delights them, alwiyi re-

.. d?
Minding Onr's Own flusine»»

We of 'he North repeatedly »r» toM te
mind our own business. Well, e I

5< nth i.«--' uith n n'i ?. I o le
Booker T. M n was Invited by

. at table with
Why did the dim
in New York BOOM

te mind
"our own bo

st?
"We respect ti i The

reen

hoy out o*'

matt because they want te drinl *'

*. ttei they
set" no negro who does not kow 'o**' to

every white man. They tolerate h m Bl »n

economic as<et so long as j re»
disfranchised si ! s nanua] laborer.

When he becomes a Booker T Washing! I
'?' liar, a W. 1. B. Du B< « lal

Wo-. Non, they gran'- ??? or

him into a third class Jim ("row car.

And only I irner knows the : roí
Turk an.l the Kurd ar I * I ISl

.«-

sums ki ??? *. s Jaw. That Is alwa; ti * pisa
of the denier of equal rigl.* I op-

rstands" the oppressed) No
man can understand a people and ti Bl IbOO}
justly v.iio sees only the rae o 'j-

dual merit, discourage- individual
? -: .»turns and BChiovemi I and
submerges the race a« a whole for the tram-

OBI ard weaknesses of some of i*s mem¬

ber-.
No democracy is possible where there «re

castes of race, wh« re any race ii den equal-
l'y <.f opportunity, of política. 1

rights, where its members ar«' lot arart al

perpetually inferior, where alwa\s they rr.tf

go down lower, but where never they miy
come up higher.

I cloj'e as I began: It is the white min'i
problem; first, his education, h.s I lUBBBiSB»
tion. ELWIN C WALKER.
New York, June IS, 1917.

To Russia via Prison
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Permission to attend th« ''

convention at Stockholm, Sweden, wa« èOPma
to Socialists in the (Ja I not

ile that Kmma (¡.oldman and hof a"*5'

ciatos, knowing that, being anarcl '-? tabaaj
could not go to Russia otherwi.se, are «Jelib-

| trjmg to be deported so as to reach
Re isial

cannot do much harm here, but l8

Russia they would be a- .narks
in a powder BBS ." '

disturbance which wool I

to reinforce their Western line with «WeBB
which

?. line. Little things may BSVI W"
foot | in th*

powoi te in« som'

of the latera wield,
I trust it the press will «our.;

| ..

deportation, I be. u"f<1

thoae w bo try ( * ,,»'r eom\-

try from withm is to s «rennel
Russia. Bttd could best bo «

'

sunrii . by a ring «.

MAI.« OLN ROM MATHESON.
Brooklyn, June IT, I.«IT

Where the I le.trt li
lo the RditOC of The Tribune.

Biri Piesse jU't a flau \me».
Mr. Pfalsgraf seem« to b.» bj name BM

heart B t.crman, and, BOsMoa that, a rood
American. That's wny he |taadl BJ tor Ire-

maa, ladle sad Egypt, and Indi li Bseaeaait
to remind our President BOt te forge! the»«

couiiti.es al the final Bottlemei I
Mr Pf.il/grafcan rest BSOUnd ISOae things

«ill not be forgotten, but please let Bl If«*
settle with th,. so called fatherland, «»here

hil good heart still hang
AN OLP RHADER

New York, June 15, 1917. -.


